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Artist’s Statement

Chinese kanji characters were brought to Japan by articles and goods from China and have been documented as early as the first century A.D. The use of Kanji is vastly different from the western model of written communication where alphabets of letters which have specific phonetic connections are combined to form words and convey ideas. Kanji characters are iconic symbols which convey not only entire words, but often entire phrases or concepts. 
The use of kanji characters is, in many ways, similar to the concept of effigy in the western art tradition. As a concept or idea is given visual representation through a common sign, symbol, or image, that idea is made communicable,  it is associated with a visual reference that allows it to be transported from common experience into shape and form, and it is given power to evoke thought and emotion among those that perceive it. By inscribing or displaying that image the artist or author is passing along not only information, but also endorsement of the concept depicted. The Japanese kanji character depicted is representative of happiness or contentment and is pronounced “Sachi.” 
These small inscribed pieces were created by using wood scraps that were sanded and engraved with a glyph, painted, and covered with a high gloss protective coating. Soft wood was chosen because of its flexibility as an engraving medium and its availability. The color selections were made to suggest a sense of weight in the finished pieces and give stark contrast to the pieces border’s and foreground image.
It is my hope that this Sachi will be an emotional compass to help focus your thoughts toward happiness and serve as a reminder of my best wishes for your contentment.

I hope that you enjoy them. Merry Christmas!
Geoffrey M Latham – December, 2007
